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The fifth joyful mystery of the rosary meditates on the story of 

finding Jesus in the Temple. The event fits better there than 

elsewhere in the mysteries of the rosary.  But joy is not the only 

emotion present.  In fact, Mary seems to feel relief as much as 

joy in finding Jesus.  And relief presumes suffering.   

It’s not the first time, either, that Mary has suffered grief in her 

role as mother of Our Lord.  The flight into Egypt was a 

thoroughly harrowing experience, when the baby’s life, and 

Mary and Joseph’s, hung in the balance.  Is it beyond our 

imagination to consider that Mary could have cried out to God 

in anguish and lamentation? 

As a Jewish woman schooled in the tradition of the prophets, 

Mary knew that searing complaints are prayers as genuine as 

praise and petition. Searching the Gospels, we can find a good 

number of occasions when Mary’s prayer was fueled more by 

exasperation than praise. 

This encounter in the temple would qualify, but then there’s also 

the moment when Mary is enlisted by the relatives to go and get 

Jesus, who seems to be out of his mind; or when Jesus seemed to 

put family ties after the call to discipleship:  “He called them all 

his mother?!” she might have thought; or when Mary sees 

clearly a need at the wedding feast of Cana, and points it out, 

only to be told by Jesus that his “time” had not come, whatever 

time that was.  It seemed pretty clear to Mary that the present 

time was an appropriate one.  And Jesus came around to her way 

of thinking.  

  



 

 

Undoubtedly there would be quite a number of these kinds of 

“mysteries” if we tried to fit them into the rosary. But such 

moments don’t really surprise experienced parents; they just nod 

and say, “You never know what to expect.” And those who 

reflect deeply on their experience might also add, “The struggles 

of family life have brought me great growth.” 

The feast of the Holy Family offers the opportunity to reflect on 

the role family life plays in the mystery of salvation. But in 

reality, every family and community, every primary circle of 

relationships, shares the perplexing, frustrating, demanding 

challenge Luke described in today’s Gospel.  

Put most simply, Mary and Joseph faced the difficult discovery 

that Jesus was so completely human that his will and self-

determination was not going to allow that he go along with them 

every step of the way. It is a real story of a family conflict and is 

symbolic of all kinds of relationships; any relationship, in fact, 

that is rooted in the mystery we are to one another. 

Every family and community has its share of the challenges 

summarized here. We know what it is like when family 

members do not go along with us on the journey. When Mary 

and Joseph confronted Jesus in the Temple, they confronted the 

fact that he would have to discover his own path in life. No 

matter what they might hope for him, he did not belong to them. 
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The story reminds us that love is rooted in profound reverence 

for this reality of the mystery of the other. Such reverence 

cultivates profound respect for the other’s mysterious freedom 

and personal calling. In that, we learn to desire that the other 

will become who they are meant to be rather than who we would 

have them be. 

When we take reflection time to celebrate this feast, we can 

enjoy contemplating the most important relationships in our 

lives. Obviously, the theme of the day is familial love. But the 

readings direct us to reflect specifically on how love nurtures 

each person’s freedom to become ever more deeply who they 

are and who they have been called to be. 

The feast of the Holy Family invites us to celebrate our 

relationships with those we love most deeply, those with whom 

we work out our salvation on a daily basis. It reminds us that the 

greatest gift we can give others is to respect and nurture their 

freedom to become all God has created them to be.  

Whether it is with children, spouses, siblings or even members 

of our religious communities and groups of friends, we know it 

will not be easy. But it’s okay.  With Mary, we can pray, “Dear 

God! You never warned me!” and remember the only assurance 

she was ever given was “Nothing will be impossible for God.” 

 


